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President's Message
Dear Fellow Orchidists,

I imagine that the holidays were a whirlwind for all of you, as
they were for me. We certainly were blessed with beautiful
weather for entertaining our out-of-town friends and family,
for enjoying all of those holiday gatherings. And wasn't the
SFOS Holiday party terrific! Thank you, Marlene, for arrang-
ing a really fabulous evening. We had a great group and every-
one really seemed to have a wonderful time.

Now that a new year has arrived, I want to wish each and
everyone the best for 2006. It's going to be a busy year for us
here at SFOS - so buckle your seat beats, keep your check-
books handy, and PLEASE volunteer to help out whenever
you can.

Our first priority, of course, will be our coming show. Things
are starting to move very rapidly toward March. Be sure to
sign up now to help on your favorite committee, like Hospital-
ity, Security, etc. This will be our first year at the Miami Beach
Convention Center and it promises to be a fabulous one. The
space is larger and we've got it pretty well filled! This year, in
addition to our beautiful orchid displays and vendors, we'll have
an expanded orchid-related mart, a floral decorating competi-
tion, a photography competition and a cake decorating compe-
tition - all about orchids! At the Thursday night opening you'll
be able to see the show, enjoy wine-and-cheese or dessert-and-
coffee, get first crack at the sales area and enjoy a live auction
of wonderful donations (artwork, antiques, jewelry, travel tick-
ets, etc.) Don't miss it! It promises to be a fabulous new begin-
ning in a new venue.

Following the show, of course, we'll have our annual orchid
auction in April, and our annual awards presentation in June,
before using the summer to recoup our energy for the whirl-
wind of the fall with Speakers Day in October followed shortly
by the 2nd Southland Mall Orchid Fair in November. And then,
in a few short months, it will be time for another great holiday
party.

Of course, every month we'll continue to have wonderful speak-
ers at our meetings. Don't miss out on the best orchid lectures
anywhere in town. And we will continue with our great raffles,
fabulous refreshments and monthly judging, too.

Please make 2006 a year when you participate in our Society's
activities. Be an attendee. Be a sponsor. Be a volunteer.

With best regards to all,

Robert Fuchs, President
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January Program:
"AOS Judging System: The Hows and Whys"

presented by Will Riley

Orchid lovers are always interested in why a particular orchid grabs
a judge's eye while another appearing equally beautiful is looked over
rapidly. Will Riley will discuss the merits of various orchid judging
systems, focusing on that used by the American Orchid Society. He
will present a brief overview of the AOS system including its pur-
pose, benefits, and promises. And, of course, the evening would not
be complete without providing a few pointers that growers can mas-
ter to help their plants attract the judge's attention.

Will has been growing plants all his life with a specific interest in
orchids developing over the last twenty years. "Escaping" a farming
and ranching background in the desert of West Texas, he pursued his
doctorate in Medical Microbiology and Immunology at Emory Uni-
versity in Atlanta. Realizing he could not truly escape his farming
heritage, he became a Master Gardener and a serious interest in tropi-
cal plants followed. Pursuit of his career brought him to South Florida
and opened the door to the orchid world. Within the orchid clubs and
show committees of South Dade, he met his wife Bonnie, who shares
equally his avid interest in orchids. Both he and his wife are accred-
ited American Orchid Society judges. He is currently the judging
chairman of the West Palm Beach Judging Center and an AOS
Trustee. He and Bonnie live in a natural hammock in the Redland
area of South Dade. They have an area reserved for landscaped
tropicals, a water garden and a 40 x 60 greenhouse which houses an
ever-changing collection of several thousand plants.

So, be on hand in January for a terrific opportunity to learn more
about the fascinating area of orchid exhibition and judging. I hope
many of you will be inspired to exhibit your own plants, both at our
monthly meetings and at the coming Miami International Orchid
Show.

This month's raffle table will be provided by R. F. Orchids, Inc.

Michael Coronado
Program Chairman

MICKEY'S ORCHIDS
Specializing in Frequent B oommers

Gift Certificates & Arrangements Available

315 SW 23rd Street
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315

954 523-8867
Open Wed - Sat 9-5, Sun 12-4

Closed Mon - Tues

www.mickeysor hids,com







tered more frequently than those where root growth is
doubtful. The latter should be treated to plentiful over-
head spray. This brings us to consideration of the impor-
tance of the overhead spray. Orchids appreciate diffused
water as they do diffused light. A fine spray makes a hot,
dry day bearable for all the plants. A daily spray is rou-
tine except for dark, cold days in winter; at the height of
summer two or more sprays a day will be gratefully re-
ceived. Daily light spraying over the potting material is
prescribed for tiny seedlings, back bulbs without roots,
sick plants, and newly potted plants. Healthy roots at-
test the value of this treatment. Some growers pot with
damp material and allow the newly potted plants to go
without pot watering until roots show. Light spray over
the top of the potting material supplies enough moisture
to prevent shriveling. Damping is the simplest of the
watering operations. Its virtue is enhanced because it is
hard to do damage with this method. It consists of water-
ing down the walls, floors, paths, and benches between
the pots. In most climates this should be almost a daily
procedure, omitted only when the house is too cold or the
outside air too damp. But there is one caution that should
be heeded. It is popularly believed that orchids grow in
steamy jungles. This is a misapprehension. What takes
place in the jungle is rapid evaporation.

Steam is injurious to orchids, and when the house is be-
ing damped down, care should be taken not to play the
water on hot pipes. Finally, it is imperative that the plants
have water with an acidity reading of approximately 4.5
to 5 pH.1 Where the local water supply is very alkaline,
some method of putting it on the acid side must be ar-
ranged.
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PUT A GREETING OR AN
ANNOUNCEMENT IN
TH NEWSLETTER.

(/ The cost is $20.00 for a
business card size.

LIVE AUCTION
Any items you would like to donate for a live
fundraising auction please contact Judy Mezey and
leave a message on her voice mail at 305-275-23 18.

SHOW PROGRAM
This year we are planning on printing a show pro-

gram. It will include a map of the show with the
vendors listed, calendar of events and speakers. If
you would like to place an ad in this program, please
contact Carol De Biase ( orchidmom@juno.com ) or
Ellen Hanson (www.southfloridaorchidsociety.org) for
prices and available sizes.

Mailing:
PO. Box 161081''
Miami, FL 33116;
Ph:305.253.7080
Fx: 305.251.8245

Shipping:
Y0 SW. 129th court

Miami, FL 33186
Wets. www.ofe-intl.com

mail: sales@ofe-intl.com

OW&M nia (9rd:ids, Jnc.
CATTLEYA SPECIALTIES

17899 S.W. 280th Street . Homestead, FL 33031-3310
U.S.A.

Tel: (305) 248-6557

	

Web: www.amazoniaorchids.com
Fax: (305) 248-9766 E-mail: sales@amzoniaorchids.com
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The Holiday Party was a wonderful success. A very big thank goes to
Marlene Clark for all her time and effort in arranging this for us.

Thank you Marlene.
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