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   Upcoming Events 

SFOS May 17th 2017 Program 

A llen Black was exposed to the pleasures of horticulture at a 

very young age in central Pennsylvania.  

Early exposure to houseplants, flowerbeds, and vegetable 

gardening was common for Allen in his formative years. 

Currently, he is a hobbyist orchid grower and breeder (i.e., non-

commercial) living in Richmond, VA. 

Allen has been growing and breeding orchids for over 20 years.  

His main breeding efforts have been directed at Brassavola-

Cattleya alliance novelty hybrids. That will be the topic of tonight’s 

program. 

He has registered over 70 of his orchid hybrids.and has also 

“dabbled” in daylily breeding, producing 12 registered daylily 

hybrids. 

 June 21, 2017—SFOS Annual Award Ceremony. 

 July 19, 2017—Bill Thoms —Bulbophyllums. 

Please join us for what I’m sure will be a most informative and 

enjoyable program!  

Remember. Guests are always welcome at our meetings!  

Dan & Margie Orchids will be providing plants for our raffle!  

And, of course there will be plenty of snacks and refreshments!  
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President’s Message 

Hi everyone, April went by in a flash.  We at OFE had an interesting 

time (as in the ancient Chinese curse) with the ‘almost-overbooked-

week-from-heck.’  Our week started with a presentation on Tuesday, 

to the Pan Am Orchid Society.  On Wednesday, we had our own SFOS 

membership meeting.  Thursday, brought another presentation to the 

Key Largo Orchid Society.  Meanwhile we had to prepare for the Vero 

Beach Orchid Society Show starting that Saturday, and the Pan Am 

Orchid Society Show held at R.F. Orchid Gardens that Friday, Saturday 

and Sunday.  As you might remember, that weekend, an area of low 

pressure sat on top of South Florida soaking everything North of Dade 

County.  Those rains eventually caught up with us in Homestead on 

Sunday afternoon.  And by the time the rains stopped, the shows 

were done.  The sun was shining again, the birds were singing, and we 

were all heading home with coin in our pockets.   

I take this opportunity to congratulate the organizers and volunteers of the first Pan Am Orchid Society show on their 

successful event.  I wish you continued success on your new endeavor for many years to come. 

We are heading into the hottest and longer days of the season.  Your plants will be working overtime, depleting their 

nutrient reserves and loosing water faster than at any other time of the year.  Make sure to water and fertilize 

accordingly.  Here is a tip for those over 90 hot summer days.  Do not water your plants when it is that hot.  Instead, if 

feasible, water the ground on your growing area to lower the high temperatures.   

The Redlands International Orchid Festival is the weekend of May 19th through the 21st from 9:00 to 5:00.  Admission is 

$10.00 and parking is free.  Visit their website at www.redlandorchidfest.org. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Housekeeping: 

Please afford me a minute to give you a little note on orchid plant courtesy.  Members bring their hard grown orchids 

to be judged at our meetings.  Our judges handle them while evaluating the candidates.  Blue ribbon winners are then 

photographed and later presented to us, so we can learn and share on our fellow members’ success.  Our judges and 

our photographer have an implicit permission from the plant’s owners to handle their plants.  Please, if for some 

reason you find that you have to move somebody else’s plants, particularly larger specimens, please find the owner 

and ask for their permission to handle it.  Just think how badly you would feel if somebody went to move your plant 

and by accident broke off your baby’s blooms.  A little courtesy goes a long way. 

We are about to send our 2017 member roster to the printers.  If you haven’t renewed your SFOS membership, NOW 
is the time to do it.  Please send your renewal form back to us with your payment.  Or renew at our next meeting, May 
17th.  If you have any questions, please call us at 305-256-0483. 
 
These are our next headliners:  May 17, Alan Black (Brassavola), June 21, SFOS Annual Award Ceremony, celebrate 

our member’s achievements through the previous year.  And, finally, July 19, is Bill Thoms (Bulbophyllum). 

Happy growing,  

Carlos 
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The following slate of officers and board members will be presented to 

the general membership for approvable at the May 17th, 2017 

membership meeting. We hope everyone will attend and cast their vote.  

 

President—Carlos Cahiz 

First Vice President—Sally Taylor 

Second Vice President—Jorge Merlo 

Secretary—Diana Hegg 

Treasurer—Dan Christensen 

 

Board Members —Term Expiring 2018 

Chris Alger—Alfredo Figueroa 

Board Members—Term Expiring 2019 

Erna Maxwell—Carlos Segrera—Nancy Chrisler 

Board Members—Term Expiring 2020  

Christa Collins—Ralph Hernandez 

 

Immediate Past President—Carlos Cahiz 

Show Chairman—Dan Christensen 

Special Director—Ron Hunt 
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April 19th 2017 Judging Report 

Judges: Sally Taylor, Julie Rosenberg, Javier Morejon and 

Erna Maxwell 

Blue Ribbons: 

 Mtssa. Kauai's Choice 'Tropical Fragrance' AM/AOS - 

Javier Morejon 

 C. Sea Breeze 'Fellrath's Pride' (TOGA) - Steve 

Rodriguez 

 V. Violetta - Steve Rodriguez 

 Iwanagara Apple Blossom - Christa Collins 

 C. nobilior v. amaliae coerulea - Jorge Merlo 

 C. Jose Marti 'Mother's Favorite' - Sandy Schultz and 

Georgia Tasker 

 Encyclia oncidioides - Sandy Schultz and Georgia 

Tasker 

Red Ribbons: 

 

 Max. tenuifolia - Jim and Linda Wheeler 

 

Thank you for showing your blooms. We look forward to 

your plants next month. 

Erna Maxwell, Judging Chair. 

Mtssa. Kauai's Choice 'Tropical Fragrance' AM/AOS  

 Javier Morejon 
Iwanagara Apple Blossom - Christa Collins 
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April 19th 2017 Judging Report 

C. nobilior v. amaliae coerulea - Jorge Merlo 

C. Jose Marti 'Mother's Favorite'  

Sandy Schultz and Georgia Tasker 

C. Sea Breeze 'Fellrath's Pride' (TOGA)  

 Steve Rodriguez 
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April 19th 2017 Judging Report 

V. Violetta - Steve Rodriguez 

Encyclia oncidioides - Sandy Schultz and Georgia Tasker 
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Items of Interest 

Automatic Fertilizing Systems 

Garden Hose or Drip Connection 

Alfredo R Figueroa 

786-303-4773 
You will see the difference in a short time!!! 

The South Florida Orchid 
Society Presents… 

“An Introduction to Orchids” 

Everything you need to know 
in order to successfully grow 
orchids in south Florida.  

Pick up your copy today at 
better orchid purveyors or call 
(305) 256–0483.  



 

The Orchidist May 2017 page 8 

The Orchidist is published monthly by The South Florida Orchid 
Society, Inc.  

Submissions from members are always appreciated. If you have 
an orchid growing tip that works for you, we want to know 
about it. You don’t need to send anything fancy. A simple text 
file will do. If you have photos, send them along too. We’ll take it 
from there. You will, of course, receive credit for your 
submission.  

Please send your submission to … 

Publications@sforchid.com 

And, be sure to check out our web site at… 

www.sforchid.com 

See you next month!  

Ron Hunt — Editor, The Orchidist 

South Florida Orchid Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 328615 

Ft. Lauderdale FL 33332 

Telephone — (305) 256–0483 

 General Information — info@sforchid.com 

 Program Information — program@sforchid.com 

 Show Related Business — showchairman@sforchid.com 

 Publications — publications@sforchid.com 

The Back Page! 

May 17th 2017 Meeting! 

One Ticket Per Member! 

Expiration Date: 05/17/17 

1 Free Raffle Ticket 
South Florida Orchid Society, Inc. 

Members ONLY!  

South Florida Orchid Society, Inc. 

Board of Directors 

President—Carlos Cahiz 

1st Vice President—Sally Taylor 

2nd Vice President—Jorge Merlo 

Secretary—Mike O’Dea 

Treasurer—Dan Christensen 

Board Members—Term Ending 2017 

Christa Collins Ralph Hernandez 

Board Members—Term Ending 2018 

Chris Alger Alfredo Figueroa 

Board Members—Term Ending 2019 

Carlos Segrera Erna Maxwell 

Immediate Past President—Dan Christensen 

Show Chairman—Dan Christensen 

Special Directors—Dorothy Bennett & Ron Hunt 

Membership Dues! 

It’s once again time for all our members 
to send in their dues for the coming 

year. Please do so as soon as possible.  
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